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BlueCat, Shoe Lady
GOOD MORNING 2026

Blue Shoe Diaries
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Happy 2026! This was the first sunrise of the year, and what a beautiful one. It was
unusually cold in Miami that morning, but I'm glad I bundled up and made it out
to the beach. Watching the first sunrise is a Japanese tradition, and to me, it just
feels like the right way to start the year—by greeting the sun. I even tried painting it
in watercolor... maybe by next year I'll be good enough to share it here. We’ll see.
Here’s to a new year that’s a little calmer, a little happier, and a lot healthier for
everyone.
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of Indian propaganda, whirled
through a parade of stereotypes of
Kashmiris as dreaded terrorists.

I continued to look at my florist.
With the practised ease of a man
at one with his environment, he
reached up to the tree between us,
cut off a strand of willow, bound
up my bouquet and handed it to
me.

I'd like to believe that I was not
frightened.

But my otherwise perfect morning
was soured by the realisation of
how effectively and imperceptibly
we have all been poisoned against
our fellow human beings.
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Circles of Time

Atiya Hussain

Domestic terrorists, all of us

I left New York City in 2003,
pushed out by socio-political
forces unleashed after the
September 11 attacks that could
see little more in me, and in my
last name, than a terrorist. I
moved to India, where political
mobilisation against minorities
had not reached the levels of
hatred that we have since come to
expect.

It was during this turbulent

time that I experienced the most
romantic morning of my life. I
was lingering over breakfast,
looking out at the luminous
Nageen Lake, its still waters a
stark contrast to the beleaguered
history of Kashmir that has been
caught between the contesting
claims of India and Pakistan ever
since Britain’s botched imperial
retreat in 1947.

Source: https://hoteldaressalam.com/

In the mild sunlight filtered by a
weeping willow, I saw movement
by the water’s edge. A shikara,

or traditional wooden boat, had
pulled ashore and a man appeared
on the lawn. Wearing a dun-
coloured pheran, the genderless
traditional outfit that Kashmiris
have favoured since the 15th
century, he waited till he had my
attention and pointed to the mass
of flowers that filled his gondola-
like boat.

Source: Florist's Shikara on Nageen Lake, Srinagar, 2006.
By Doniv79, CC BY-SA 2.5;
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=22815337

Charmed, I picked out a large
bouquet. He gathered my flowers,
balancing deftly in his craft, then
strode quickly towards me.

My smile might have faltered
when I saw that he had pulled
out a small knife. I was confused.
My confusion deepened as my
mind, conditioned by decades
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