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BlueCat, Shoe Lady
ART BASEL MIAMI 2025

Blue Shoe
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It’s that time of year again in Miami. The art world descends on Miami Beach for
Art Basel and Miami Art Week—and suddenly, everything is electric. The outfits
are wild (sometimes genius, sometimes confusing), and art is everywhere. Whether
it’s breathtaking or just plain bizarre... well, that’s for you to decide. This year’s
installation at the Faena really captured the spirit of the week: Es Devlin’s “Library
of Us”, a glowing, mirrored bookshelf pyramid reflecting the crowd back at itself. A
little philosophical, a little selfie-ready—very Miami Art Week. Oh, and don’t
forget: if you're trying to cross the causeway this week, pack your patience (and
maybe a snack).
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Circles of Time

Atiya Hussain

Blink, and its paid for ... and delivered

Four years after my last trip to India, I landed in Mumbai - or, as
I prefer, Bombay — with a lot of apprehension. The India I landed
in had, naturally, changed. In the four years that I had been
away, India has embraced e-wallets and the digital life. As my
friends explained the latest trend to the outdated tourist: quick
commerce.

“Would I be able to get the phone cable I needed delivered
within five minutes to my doorstep?”

He fiddled with his phone, and Blinkit was at the door. All that
was needed was to ensure it was the right cable, and that it was
in working order. While the fast commerce trend passed me by
in Europe, India has become the world’s third largest market
in quick-commerce, behind China and the United States, and is
expected to post three-fold growth between 2024 and 2027.

And when I asked another friend about getting some custard
apple, my favourite seasonal fruit, she said her local grocer was
more expensive than Blinkit. We came back from dinner to a
brown paper bag with four (unripe) fruit, abundantly wrapped
in plastic.

Behind the convenience of Blinkit lies a network of ‘dark’

stores and a global wage gap that makes five-minute deliveries
profitable in India. The waste, notoriously considered an
externality in economics, underwrites a 6-8 percent increase in
demand in households that use g-commerce platforms.

And as is clear from my friend’s suddenly uncompetitive local
fruit grocer, the sheer convenience of g-commerce is coupled
with digital discounting, is encroaching on neighbourhood
markets.
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