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BlueCat, Shoe Lady
FUKUI DINOSAURS

Blue Shoe Diaries
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I knew almost nothing about dinosaurs in Japan, let alone anything about the
Fukui region. So to fill in that blank, Mom and I took a spontaneous trip to Fukui’s
Dinosaur Museum, about four hours from Tokyo. And wow, was it worth it. Tower-
ing fossils, life-sized models that move and growl, and an immersive space that
makes you feel like you've entered a prehistoric world. The dino experience doesn’t
end at the museum either—Fukui City itself has animatronic dinosaurs greeting
you right outside the station. It’s fun, surreal, and absolutely unforgettable.
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Retreading a journey made in my youth,
and before that as a babe in arms, it was
a homecoming.

The cycles in my personal history helped
my contemplate other connections across
time and space, aesthetically and
philosophically, the ways in which we are
linked through legend, linked in humanity.
Our ideas, our loves, our lives fertilized by
these stories.

Memory, I pray, will suffice to remove
obstacles to another return.
May it be elephantine!




Circles of Time

Atiya Hussain

Somehow, this April, it was time for me to circle back to Tokyo. Some
25 years after my last visit, it was not too late for the late cherry

blossoms.

In a city aflutter with pink
and white, this tree in
Hamarikyu Gardens
captured spring’s
exuberance, steadying

me from what nearly was
a surfeit of petals.
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